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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Marriott’s Ed Fuller Named Commencement Speaker for The Paul Merage School of Business Class of 2011
Commencement Ceremony to Take Place June 12 on UC Irvine Campus
Irvine, CA – (June 6, 2011)–Ed Fuller, president and managing director International Lodging at Marriott International, will be the commencement speaker for The Paul Merage School of Business class of 2011 ceremony scheduled June 12 at the Bren Events Center on the UC Irvine campus. Fuller will present to a graduating class of approximately 375 PhD, MBA and undergraduate business students.  

“The Merage School has strong, long-standing ties with Ed Fuller and Marriott International and it is our honor to have Ed present at our commencement ceremony. He is an outstanding leader and role model, and we are extremely pleased to have his participation,” said Andy Policano, dean of The Paul Merage School of Business.

“The Paul Merage School of Business has a well-earned reputation for graduating top professionals,” commented Fuller. “It’s a privilege to be a part of this year’s commencement exercises.”

Highly recognized and awarded for his philanthropic efforts, business leadership and his recently-authored book, You Can't Lead with your Feet on the Desk, Fuller currently serves as chairman of the Dean’s Advisory Board for The Paul Merage School of Business at the University of California, Irvine.  He serves as an Overseer of Boston University and former trustee, and is currently a trustee of the UCI Foundation and a commissioner of Travel and Tourism for the State of California.  

In his current position, Fuller is based at Marriott International company headquarters in Maryland and has been in charge of international lodging since 1991. Under his leadership, the business has grown from 16 properties outside the United States and Canada to 410 hotels in 72 countries with another 175 hotels under construction.

Fuller joined Marriott in 1972 as a management trainee and has held numerous positions of increasing marketing, sales and operational responsibility. These include director of national and international sales and reservations; chief sales and marketing officer for Marriott International and opening general manager of the Long Island (NY) Marriott and the Boston Marriott Copley Place hotels. In 1985, he was named regional vice president for Marriott’s Midwest Region; and four years later, he was appointed regional vice president for the Western/Pacific Region. He assumed leadership of Marriott’s international lodging operations in 1991 as senior vice president and managing director and later was promoted to executive vice president and managing director. He was promoted to president and managing director, his current position, in 1997. He has been an executive corporate officer since 1997 and chairs the international development committee.

Earlier in his career, Fuller was credited with establishing Marriott International’s original international reservations network and for its sales and marketing global organization. He served as a board member and chairman of SNR International, a reservations consortium based in Zurich.

Fuller attended Wake Forest University and is a 1968 graduate of Boston University. He is a graduate of the Harvard Graduate School of Business advanced management program. He served in the U.S. Army as a captain in Germany and Vietnam and was awarded the Bronze Star and the Army Commendation Medal.

About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine
The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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